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THE PROGRESS OF UNITARIANISM, 


Tue progress of Unitarianiem in this coun 
try has been rapid, more rapid than even the 
most sanguine could have anticipated ; it is 
going on, and will go on ; it carries with it 
the majesty and the power of truth ; it is the 
cause of Heaven, and the wot of God; it 
will not stop while reason is honored, or piety 
cherished, or the Scriptures revered. Ye! 
there is enough for the friends of righteous 
ness and ofsound doctrine toda; truth will 
conquer at last, but it requires incitements 
from human aid. God is the author of all, 
bat men are his agents; we must labor if 
we would hope; we must dowhst we can to 
build up the kingdom of God in the world, if 
we would seek for the blessiake: af hie good 


Buverpment, and the joys of hisfinal appreba- 


tion. With these views we may be encour 
aged to persevere, and trust to the great 
Raler of all things to-direct our labors, in 
conformity with hie wise and holy designs. 

To the present time, the good influences of 
an over raling Providence have been wanifest 
in strengthening the hands, and cheering the 
hearts of our brethren in this country. New 
congregations are forming, preachers are 
multiplying, the demand for Unitarian writ 
ings is increasing, and a spirit of inquiry bas 
gone abroad, [nsome parts of New Enzland, 
a large portion of the inhabitants are Unita- 
rians ; many are found at the South and the 
West; and some in almost-every town and 
village in the Union. More than forty preach- 
ers, professing Unitarian sentiments, are em- 
ployed in Ken:acky and Ohio, some with es- 
tablished congregations, others in the duties 
of missionaries. 

3ut for the influence of our religious views 
we do not look more to the incfease of ou 
numbers, and prosperity of our chorcles, 
than to the gradual change of public feekng 
We see it in the softened tones of orthodexy, 
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the subdued spirit of bigotry, the weakened 
power Of prejudice, the gradual releutings of 
malevolence, the dying embers of kindled 
passions, and in all the indications of the in 





creasing ascerdency of truth over errér, of... 


reason over blind credulity, of piety over hy- 
pucrisy, and of charity overthe narrow views 
of sectarism, and th: unholy zeal of the self 
righteous. In all these respects a visible 
change has taken place, favorable to peace 
and religion, and to the progress of those 
principles of faith and action, which exalt, 
purify, and»adoro the human character. 


Palpit- denunéiations have become ‘esd 
frequent. ‘Thecry of heresy, the incorrect 
assertions, and reproachful language, whick 
were the burden of orthodox joirnals, have 
gradually given way to a more Christian 
spirit, and a milder temper. The wise have 
learnt to be silent, where they could not con- 
tute ; the virtuous and candid have learnt to 
respect the voice of seriousness ind candor. 

This change, 80 beneficial tothe harmony 
of Christisns..and@ to the intem®. of pure re~- 
hgion, we have good reason to beiieve, has 
been owing, in no small degree, to the exer- 
tions which have been made to diffuse a 
knowledge of our sentiments. Such will al- 
ways be the consequence ; ignorance is our 
worst enemy. The principles of our faith 
need only be known to be respected ; they 
are the principles of the Scriptores, of reason, 
ofrature ; they accord with the best feelings 
of the human heart, and the highest po wers of 
the human onderstanding ; they have God for 
their author ; they are the principles reveal- 
ed and published by Jesus Christ, illustrated 
by his own life, proved by his miracles, 
sanctioned by his assurance of a future judge- 
ment, and confirmed by his death und resur- 
rection. 


Sach are the principle: which we are united 
to promulgate, and when they are andersiood 
as we understand them, we cannot believe 
there will be so much blindness 19 bigotry, 
ind perverseness im prejudice, as to make 
them the subject of reproachful denuncias 
tions. They make for peace and righteous- 
uess, and love,and christian fellowship. 
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Our information, respecting the present 
state of Unitarianism abroad, ts encouraging. 
In England, there are nearly four hundred 
regular unitarian congregations, and nume- 
rous Societies for publishing and distributing 
books and tracts. Jn Scotland, several church- 
es have been established, and others are 
forming; and trom Ireland, the missionaries 
eend favorable report. 

A letter written at Clausenburg, Transylva- 
nia, ip the month of May last, by a member 
of the Unitarian Consistory, in that place, 
conveys the information, that in Transy}vania 
there are at present forty thousand Unitart. 
ans, constituting one hundred and twenty 
churches.* Unitariavism is one of the four 
religions, which enjoy equal rights and privi- 
leges in that country, the other three being 
the Roman Catholic, the Calvinistic, and the 
Lutheran. : 

During the last year a Unitarian Society 
has been formed in Calcutta, under the di 
rection of a Baplist missionary to that place. 
Hopes are entertained, that much good will 
result to the cause of Christianity from this 
societv, and another of the same kind at Ma- 
dras. 

It is well known, that the natives of that 
country, ameng whom are many wise and 





Jearned men, have alwaya represented the 
pecohar doctfines of orthodosy, wo on ineu- 
perable obstable to their ever embracing 
christianity. It is not unreasonable to ho;e, 
that when they shall be acquainted with this 
religion in its native simplicity and purity ; 
free from the inventions and additions, which 
now encumber its most popular forms, they 
wil! not be slow to receive its doctrines, be 
come the worshippers of the true God, and 
the humble followers of his Son. 

From the —" Annual Report of the Bal. 


timore Unitarian Bock Society. 


* Unitarians @btained a settlement in Transylvania 
soon after the commencement of the Kefermation. 
‘and have continued there under various reverses to the 
present day. 

i> Ca-- 


EXAMINATION OF THE EVIDENCE FOR A TRIN* 
ITY ‘OF RERSCAS IN THE GODHEAD. 

ty the two fast Lupters of this work, we 
examined the two arguments, moch werted 
on by Trinitarians, drawn from the use, ipa 
few instances, of the piuralnceun Rioh m, and 
pronouns Us and Our. Evevy one most at 
once perceive that there argoments if they 
could not easily be refuted, would prov 
nuthing more than e plurality of persons, 


may be thirty or three hundred as well as 
three) in the Godhead. ‘The doctrine of the 
Trinity must therefore be established by  oth- 
er proofs, and if it be, as its advocates repre- 
sent. one of the most prominent articles of the 
Christian taith, and if the belief of it be ab- 
solntely necessary to salvation, we may ex. 
pect to find it insisted on by the sacred writers 
with remarkable earnestness and frequency, 
and stated by them in the most decisive and 
unequivocal language. Especially, if the sub- 
ject be one, upon which our ideas are, neces- 
sarily indistinct, we may hope that theic 
manner of declaring it will be so explicit, as 
to leave little room for the erroneous concep- 
tions, to which from its extreme obscurity we 
are peculiarly liable. fo order that we ma 
judge, whether the Scriptural evidence for the 
doctrine of the Trinity is such as the exigen- 
cies of the case seem to demand, it will he ad- 
visable to collect together into one view alt 
the passages, which are commonly supposed 
to contain it. Let the candid reader there- 
fore peruse the following list and seriously 
ask himself, whether the passageshere brought 
together, would at once strike the mind of an 
unprejadiced tuquirer with a conviction, that 
the doctrine of three persons in the Godhead 
is laid downin the Holy Scriptures. 

A LIST GF.{HE PASSAGES OF THE OLD AND 
NEW TESTAMENT Whicn AccERT, tN TERMS 
MORE OR LESS DIRECT AND EXPRESS, THAT ‘ IN 
THE UN'TY OF THE GODHEAD THERE ARE 
THR!E DISTINCT SUBSISTENCES OR PxRSONS, 
THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT.’ 


1. Num. vi, 23, 26. Speak unto Aaron and 
upto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall 
bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, 
Fhe Lord bless thee and keep thee; The 
Lord meke bis face to shine upon thee and 
be gracious unto thee ; The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 

2. Isa. vi. 3. and Rev. iv. 8. And ove cried 
unto another and said, Haly, holy, holy isthe 
Lord of hosts ! 

3. Isa. xxxiv. 16. Seek ye out of the book of 
the Lord and read ; no one of these shall fail, 
rone shall want her mate ; for my mouth it 
bath commanded, and his spirit it hath gather- 


ted them. 


4. Isa. xiviii. 16. And now the Lord God, 
and his Spirit hath sent me. 

5. Matt. saviii. 19. Go ye therefore, and 
feachall nations baptizing ‘bem in the name 
ofthe Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
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6. 2Cor. xill. 14, The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, andthe love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all, 

7. Rev. 1. 4,5. Grace be unto you and 
peace, from him who is, and who was, aud who 
is to come ; and from the seven spirits, which 
are before his throne ; and from Jesus Christ 
who ts the faithful witness, and the first begot- 
teo of the dead, and the prince o/ the kings of 
the earth, 

Such passages as these might be left to 
the unprejudiced without one comment. In 
which of them is the doctrine of the Trinity 
stated in terms explicit, clear, precise and de- 
terminate ? Which of them, if presented to 
any person not previously trained up and in- 
structed in the doctrine, would suggest to his 
miud the notion of three distinct tntelligent 
agents, equal and infinite in every Divine per- 
fection ? 

With respect to the two first passages in the 
list, (the benediction pronounced by the He- 
brew priests, and the solema praise attered 
by the Seraphim,) some Trinitarians produce 
them as containing ‘a tacit reference to the 
trinity of persons in the Godhead,’ But how 
was it possible that this tacit reference could 
be perceived, before the doctrine was clearly 
declared? Ifthe doctrine of the Trinity were 
previously established we might perhaps not 
irrationally presume, that the three persons 
were referred to in the three-fold praise and 
benediction : but we cannot make such an 
application until we know, that there are 
three persons in the Godhead. 

The passages in question may be easily ex- 
plained upon another principle. In all lan. 
guages, and especially in such simple language 
as the Hebrew, itis usua) to repeat a word or 
an idea, merely for the purpose of impressin 
it more atrongly upon the mind. Agreeably 
to this general practice, it 13 a rule of Hebrew 
Syntax, that the superlative degree is de- 
noted by the repetition of the adjective. The 
same sentiment which is expressed by the 
words, ‘ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts,’ 
might be signified by saying, * Thrice holy is 
the Lord ot hosts ;? ‘or that the Lord of hosts 
is exceedingly pure and holy above all beings.’ 
Oiher examples-ofa three fold repetition, 
employed to give iotensity to the signitica- 
tion, are presented in the following passages ; 
Jer. xxii. 29. ‘ O earth, earth, earth, hear the 
word of the Lord” Ex. xxi. 27. ‘1 will 
overturn, overturn, overturnit.’ Rev. viii. 13. 
*.Wo, wo, wo, to the inbabitants of the earth.’ 

The two next passages are less deserv. 
ing of remark, we shall paas therefore to 
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Matt. xxvii. 19. * Go teach all natens, baptiz- 
ing them in thename of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.’ 


1. It 1s insisted that, as the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, are joined together in 
the commission to baptize, they must each of 
them be truly God. If this be admitted it 
will prove too much; it wil prove that 
whenever other persons are Joined with God, 
in any religious act or proceeding, they are 
each ofthem truly God. lo this way it may 
be proved that Vloses, Samuel, David, the 
elect angels, i. e. chosen messengers, were 
all of them trulyGod. Weread Exod. xiv. 
31. * The people feared the Lord, and believed 
the Lord and his servant Moses” In this 
place Moses is joined with God as an object 
of reverence and faith. 1 Sam.xti.18. ‘Andall 
the people greatlu feared the Lord and Samuel. 
1 Chron. xxix. 20. ‘dnd all the congregation 
blessed the Lord God of their Fathers, and 
bowed down their heads and worshiped the 
Lord and the King.” Here David is joined 
with Jehovah, and worshiped at the same 
time by the whole congregation of israel.— 
1 Tim. v.21. ‘J charge thee before God and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, 
that thouobserve these things.’ Did Paul by 
joining the elect angels with God and Christ, 
when giving so solemn a charge, place them 
on an equality with God and Christ and teach 
their supreme deity ? An argument which 30 
evicently proves too much can stand for no- 
thing. 

2. [tis taken for granted, by Trinitarians 
in this argument, that baptism is an act of di- 
vine worship, and that in it the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit are equally worship- 
ed. This is incapable of proof. Baptism is 


8) merely a testimony tothe trnth of Christiant- 


ty, in obedience to the command of our great 
master. Though divine worship may be con- 
nected with the administration of it, it is no 
more an act ofdivine worship, consicered by 


| itself, than is any other act of christian obedi- 


ence. It is neither, prayer nor thanksgiving. 
If being baptized in the name of Christ, which 
Paul calls being baptized into him, Rom. vi. 
3. Gal. iii. 27. implies the belief of his deity, 
and the Divineworship of him, being baptized 
unto or into (the orginal word is the same ia 
both cases) Moses, 1 Cor. x. 2. must imply 
the belief of the deity and the divine worship 
of Moses. Yates & Wright. 


We shall examiae this argument further in 
Our next. 
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THE MANNER IN WHICH ECCLESIASTICKS GRAD 
UALLY ASSUMED POWER AND DOMINION OVER 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. 

‘THe disposition to assume power, and to 
abuse it, has been too common to men of ev- 
ery description. Listory proves that Ecclesi- 
asticks have manifestec this disposition in as 


high a degree a: men in any other department | 


of public agency. We shali be surprised to 
semark what trivial circumstances are made 
the means of aggrendizing a body of public 
men, when they, by their stations, are ren 
dered ambitious and act im concert; and 
when the people, whose ministers they are 

possess an upsuspiciens temper and an yield: 
ing spirit. Many cases might ve adduced to | 
our present purpose ; but I ‘bave time to pre- 


baal operate in the management of 1t.— 
When executed by the pastor, it increased his 
‘iabors, held bim up more canspicuous}y to the 
ruling power, and thereby increased, in re- 
spect to him, the danger of persecution. is 
judgement had not the euthority oflaw, and 
it could be executed only by the consent of the 
parties at issue. No pecuniary rewards were 
connected witb this transaction: it was con» 
sidered as the work of charity. In selecting 
‘arbitrators, questions of this nature naturally 
| arose :—Who so like fo feela tender regard 
|to the rights of every brother, as the minister, 
, | the spiritual father ot the Christian family ?— 
| Who will so impartially consult the safety and 
welfare of each individaal member, as the 
|common shepherd of the flock? From these 





sent lo your view only a single example of the | or other considerations, the clergy in fact, 
manner in which the clergy of the Christian | were in all places appointed the arbitrators 
Church commenced their career of ecclesias- | in civilcontroversies ; and the practice was 


tical ambition and tyranny. 

When in the apostolic age, the aumber of 
Christian disciples became so numerous, in the 
populous cities ofthe Roman empire, as to form 
themselves mto societies, wholly separate inal! 
religious concerns, from the Pagan world, dis- 
putes arose, as they ever will, among imper- 
fect beings, * respecting personal property 
and civil rghts.’ These disputes were car- 
ried before the Pagan tribunals, and were 
rettled according to the principles ofthe Ro. 
man law. . ‘These quarrels and law-suits oc- 
casioned ill-will, animosity, and uncharita 
bleness, among the brethren themselves ;— 
and were thought to reflect scandal on their 
profession as Christians. In view of these 
evils, which particalarly. abounded in the 
Church of Corinth, St. Paul conaemned their 
litigious spirit, and exhorted them rather to 
bear injuries with patience, than to have re 
course to measures of redress, which must 
put the peace ofthe Church and the charac- 
ter of their religion athazard. *‘ Why do ye 
not rather,’ says the apostle, ‘take wrong ? 
Why do ye not suffer yourselves to be de- 

frauded ?? As the most effectuai measure to 
prevent public scandal, he advises them to 
suomit their controversies to the decision of 
arbitrators chosen from among themselves.— 
‘This apostolic advice was generally adopted 
among Christian converts, and the practice 
was continued as Jong as the Roman Govern- 
ment remained Pagan. 

The business of arbitration did not pertain 
to the pastoral office ; and in the commence- 
ment of this method of settling cisputes, there 


was oothing on which an unworthy motive 


continued to the period of the conversion of 
the Roman empire. What at first was cos- 
tom, was, in time, claimed asaright. ‘Lhe 


| service at first performed from charity y: was 


continued from ambition. By experiment, 
the clergy found that from their station, as an 
umpire in civil aflairs, they derived power, 
ascendency, and influence, and these they 
were not disposed to relingutsh. 

Individual authority being granted them in 
respect to personal property and civil rights, 


the clergy, with greater plausibility, claimed 
exclusive authority in all concerns of religion. 


These lay within their own province, and 
the regulation of them was their own appro- 
priate dutv. Step by step they proceeded to 
divest the people of onery privilege. They 
deprived the laity of the liberty of electing 
their minister, anc of every other officer of the 
Charch; and denied them any public agency 
in the management of the common interests of 
the society which-they eomposed. When 
Constantine was. converted to the Christian 
faith, and the civil government became Christ- 
ian, he, with the zeal of a convert, and in 
devotion to the priests of bis new religion, 
confirmed the clergy in all the prerogatives 
they had before exercised ; and ecclesiastical 
decisions were enforced by civil authority. — 
Then the clergy denominated themselves ec- 
clesiasticks, and declared that they, as a body, 
composed the Church, and of course assumed 
the whole administration ofits polity. The 
right then left to the laymen was simply the 
jright of submission and obedience. The 
people were to commit their understandings 
and their consciences to the guidance of their 
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spiritual ralers, and to resign their souls to the 
safe keeping of the ghostly fathers. Becom 
ing lords of God’s heri tage, the clergy appor- 
tioned the emoluments of the Church among 
themselves. Bishops then claimed dignity, 
authority, and wealth, corresponding with 
the proud titles they assumed, and the lofty 
stations which they professed to fill. They | 
usurped the exclusive power of ordination, 
jurisdiction over the inferior orders of the 
clergy, and the absolute direction of all the 
affairs of their diocese. Large revenues 
were appropriated for their surport ; their 
places of residence became palaces, and they 
were encircled with all the appendages and 
pomp of royalty. Ecclesiasticks then gener- 
ally gave almost unbounded indulgence to thé 
spirit of pride and ambition, against which 
their Divine Master pointedly and solemnly 
ype the ministers ofhisgospe!l, Before 
the close of the fourth century of the Christ- 
ian era, the constitution, the forms, and the 
character of the Church of the apostolic age 
disappeared, and a system ofdomination and 
tyranny, of blindness anc superstition was in- 
troduced. 
Thankful to God for the religious freedom 
and light with which we are blessed, let us, 





my Christian brethren, stand fas‘ in the liber- 

ty wherewith Christ bas made us free ; anc 

may we walk as children of the light. 
Bancrofi’s Scrmions. 
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FUNDAMENTAL. 
(Concluded from page 46.) 


Ir what has been said upon this subject 
were not true, consider what a dreadfu! con 
dition we should be in. Our acceptance 
would be connected with things entnely out 
of our power, and on which our wills could 
have no influence. It would depend on the 
extent of our knowledge, and pot on the 
rectitude of our conduct—on the sound- 
ness ofour heads,and not on the sincer 
ity of our hearts—on the accuracy of our 
judgements, and not on the faithfulness of 
our endeavours to learn and to practise truth 
and right. How miserable a state would this 
be! ‘To be subject to condemnation merely 
because we have mis-conceived on certain 
points, or because some of our opinions hap. 
pen to be wrong—could any thing be more 
discouraging ? Would it not break all the 
springs of action im our minds? Would it not 
render us incapable of ever knowing when 
we are in a state of safety ? 

Once more, in order to be further confism- 








aa ee 


ed in the doctrine | am taculcating, lei me 
desire you to look round the wo: id, and {to 
consider the numbeless diversities of opin- 
ions that prevail among mankind. Can you 
| possibly imagine that God’s favor is confined 
to ouly one set of these opinions, and that all 
the rest subject those who hold them to dam- 
nation ? | know that some, without hesita- 


ition, willkavow this. ‘There are christians, 


who in their religious exercises, are coulin- 
ually holding up those who maintain opinions 
different from theirs, as enemies to God, and 
devoted tv destruction, This has even re- 

ceived the sanction of public authority in 
England, for it is established as a part of the 
national devotion, to declare that all who do 
not receive one particular creed, shall with- 
out doubt perish everlastingly.* But | know 
that you must detest this uncharitableness.— 
You cannot lam persuaded, entertain any 
thought so horrible, as that the iittle inclosare 
of your own faith contains in it all goodness, 
and all that will be saved. -Were this true of 
any religious sect, God’s favor would be, in- 
deed, extremely limited, and we could not say 
with St. Paul “ that there is no difference be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek, for the same 
Lord over all, is rich to all that call upon 
bim ; and that glory, honor and peace shall 


| be to every one who worketh good, to the 


Jew first and also to the Greek.’ Iom. I. 
10 and Xs $32; 


But what ! mean here chiefly to observe is, 
that.experience teaches us that true worth 
and piety are not contined to any one relig- 
ioussect. ‘That person cannot lave conver- 
sed much with mankind, who has not found 
that there are good men of ali persuasions ;— 
that many of those who come nearest to him 
in sentiments, are very wicked ; and on the 
contrary, that many of those who diiler most 
widely from him are very worthy. Seldom or 
ever can we conclude merciy from the mode 
of faith ane worship to which a man is attach- 


‘ed, what he is io bis private character. 


Among Trinitarians and Unitarians, Calvin- 
ists and Arminians, Baptists, Methodists, 
Quakers, there are conscientious and excel- 
lent men-~and in all these sects, there are 
also to be found men whose characters are 
unworthy their christian profession. 

Were I to infer from a man’s opinions, that 
he cannot be very zealous for right practice, 


Ishould probabiy be dieposed to think 60, of 


ove who believes that the elernal happiness 





* The Athanasian Creed, not now used by the 
American Episcopal Charch. 
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or misery of every human being was fixed be-, As8 we value God’s favor, we must follow 


fore he was born, by an absolute decree, with- | 


out any regard to his actiuns—that we have no 
power to do any thing that is good—that there 
is no such thing in nalure as free agency, or a 
power of self-dominion ; but that every thing 


we do is the effect of necessary causes, over | 


which we have no control, and that consequenily 
every man is just what God made hin to be, 


and does what God appoints. him to do—that | 


personal righteousness has nothing init valua- 
ble in the sight of God, and that we must be 
justified by the righteousness of Christ imputed 


to us, and by faith without works ; but experi- 


ence assures me that in drawing such a con 
clusion, 1 should be very wrong. I see and 
know, tbat those who hold these doctrines, 
are not aware of the consequences of them, 
ana that, like the apostles and first believers, 
they can drink a deadly thing, and not be 
hurt by it. Iam therefore seldom inclined 
to draw any conclusion from a person’s opin- 
ions to his character. 
You will perhaps ask me, are there then 
no essential doctrines? Or is it indifferent 
what opinions we hold? 1 answer that I have 
by no means intended to assert this. Saying 
that there are worthy persons of all persua- 
sions, and that every one, who is sircere in 
his religious profession, will be accepted, is 


not the same with saying that it does not sig- 
nify what our religious profession is, or to 


what doctrines we give our assent. There 
is, without doubt, an important difference be- 
tween doctrines, Some are absurd, and some 
are reasonable; some are liable to be abused 
to licentiousnesa, and others have a tendency 
to promote true goodness. It is our duty to 
reject the former, and, as far as we can, to 
receive only the latter. There are particu- 
lar points of faith, and modes of worsaip, for 
which I myself have a warm zeal, and to 
which I think myself bound to adhere, at the 
expense of all my worldly possessions. He 
that does not follow what appears. to him to 
be truth and reason, contradicts his. con- 
science, and hazards bis own salvation. I do 
not therefore mean to exhort you to anv in- 
difference with respect to the part you shall 
take in. religion, or the opinion you shall 
adopt. Though I insist that our acceptance 
does not depend on our taking always the 
right side; yet I insist also, that it does de- 
vend on our, taking always that side which 
appears to us to be right, and not leaving our- 
selves to be carried away carelessly to a con- 
formitr in retigion that our hearts disapprove. 





our judgements, and worship him only in that 
way which is most agreeable to our own con- 
victions, striving earnestly for what we appre- 
hend to be true religion, and the genuine gos- 
pe! of Christ, free from all human mixtures 
and impositions. But then we should re- 
member to do-this, without malevolence or 
rancor against those whose modes of faith and 
worship are different from our own. What 
we judge to be right, we should follow ear- 
nestly, but at the same time amicably aud 
charitably, never condemning or censuring 
any of our fellow christians merely on account 
of their opinions. Indeed, were the doctrine 
I have been inculcating, properly impressed 
on our hearts, this would be unavoidable. 
Did we believe heartily that God is equally 
the God of all, in all nations who act up faith- 
fully te the light they enjoy, it would not be 
possible for us, however attached to our reli- 
gious system, to regard w..h aversion, or to 
treat with unkindness, any human beings who 
receive and practise other systems. 

I have said, that I have myself a religious 


faith for which | am zealous; but I do not: 


connect salvation with receiving it—God for- 
bid that I should, 1 connect salvation only 
with faithfully endeavoring to discover and to 


do God’s will. 1 see that some of the best: 


men difler from me. My zeal 1 would tem- 
per with candor, and love to those who are 
attached. to contrary principles, and with a 
perfect readiness to grant them the same lib- 
erty that I wish for myself. I would main- 
tain my own principles in such a manner as 
may shew, tbat 1 think myseif a fallible crea- 
ture—that I have an open and catholic heart, 
and desire no more than the quiet enjoyment 
of the rights of private judgement, without 
molesting others. Charity, and an untestrain- 
ed liberty of conscience I consider as the 
first objects of. all just zeal. These ! think 
of more importance than any modes of faith 
or worship. Dr. Price’s Sermons. 
—>+o— 


From the Christian Register. 
DR. CHALMERS’ SERMON. 


Tue following is from a sermon of this celebrated 
orthodox divine, preached in 1818, before the Aaxil- 
iary Irish Free Schoo! Society. After speaking of 
the fault of evilspeaking im general, and of the prej- 
adices existing in Great Britian against the religion 
of Irishmen, Dy. Cha!mers says— 


“ Let us, therefore, take a-nearer look of 
Popery, and try to find out how much of ?o- 
pery there is in the religion of Protestants, | 
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First, then, it 13 said of Papists, that they, 
ascribe an infallibility to the Pope, so that, if 
he were to sav ove thing, and the Bible 
another, his authority would carry it over the 
authority of God. And, think you, my breth- 

ren, that there is no sach Popery among you ? 
Is there no taking of your religion upon trust 
from another, when you should draw it fresh 
and unsullied from the fountain-head of inspi- 
ration? You all have, or you ought to have, 
Bibles; and how often is it repeated there, 
‘‘Hearken diligently unto me?” Now, do 
you obey this requirement, ‘by making the 
reading of your Bibles a distinct and earnest 
exercise? Do you ever Gare to bring your 
favorite minister to the tribunal of the word, 
or would you tremble at the presumption of 
such an attempt, so that the hearing of the 
word carries a greater authority over your 
mind than the reading of the word? Now, 
this want of daring, this trembling at the very 
idea of a dissent from your minister, this in- 
doient acquiescence in his Coctrine, is just 
calling another man master ;—it is putting 
the authority of man over the authority of 
God ; it is throwing yourselfinto a prostrate 
attitude at the footstool of human infallibility ; 
it is not just kissing the toe of reverence, but 
it is the profounder degradation of the mind, 
and of all its faculties : and without the name 
of Popery—that name which lights up~so 
ready an antipathy in your bosoms, your soul 
may be infected with the sabstantial poison, 
and your conscience be weighed down by the 
oppressive shackles of Popery. And all this, 
in the noon-day effulgeace of a Protestant 
country, where the Bible, in your mother 
tongue, circulates among all your families— 
where it may be met with on every shelf, and 
is-ever soliciting you to look to the wisdom 
that is inscribed upon its pages: O! how 
tenderly should we deal with the prejudices 
ofa rude and uneducated peoplé, who have 
no Bibles, and no art of reading among them, 
to unlock its treasures, when we think that, 
even in this ourland, the voice of human 42 
thority carries so mighty an influence along 
with if, and veneration for the word of God 
is darkened and polluted by a blind venera 
tion for its interpreters, 

We tremble to read of the ‘ulminations that 
have issued in other days froma conclave of 
cardinals, Have we no conclaves, and no ful- 
minations. and no orders of inqaisition, in our 
own country? Is there no professing brother 
hood, or no professing sister hood, to deal 





their censorious invectives around them, upon 


| 





the members of an excommunicated world ? 
There is such a thing as a religious public, 
There is a “little flock” on the one hand, 
and a “world lying in wickedness” on the 
other. But have acare, ye who think your- 
selves of the favored few, how you never 
transgress the mildness. and charity, and un- 
ostentatious virtues of the gospel; lest you 
hold out a distorted picture of christianity in 
your neighborhooc, and impose that as reli- 
gion on the fancy of the credulous, which 
stands at as wide a distance from the religion 
of the New Testament, as do the services of 
an exploded superstition, or the mummeiies 
of an antiquated ritual. 

Bat, again, it is said of Papists, that they 
hold the monstrous doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion. But in the sacraments of our courtry, 
is there no crucifving of the Lord afresh? Is 
there none of that which gives the doctrine of 
transubstantiation all its malignant influences 
on the hearts and lives of its proselytes? In- 
stead of being repaired to for the purpose of 
recruiting our languid affections to the Sav- 
iour, and strengthening our faith, and arming 
us with a firmer resolution, and more vigo- 
rous purpose of obedience, does the con- 
science of no communicant solace itself oy the 
mere performance of the outward act, and 
suffer himself to go back with a more reposing 
security tothe follies, and vices, and indul- 
gences of the world? Then, my brethren, 
his erroneous views of the sacrament may not 
be clothed in a term 30 appalling to the hearts 
and the feelings of Protestants as transab- 
stantiation, but to it belongs all the immoral- 
ity of transubstantiation ; and the thorn must 
be pulled out of bis eye, ere he can see clear- 
ly to cast the mote out of bis brother’s eye.” 

24+ 

‘* THERE are many who regard religion as 
a mystery beyond the province of reason ;~— 
there are mauy who are content with taking 
every thing upon trust: there are many who 
have neither opportunity nor inclination to 
enquire : there are many who are speculative 
but not practical believers, who assent to a 
form of words but without examining the 
iaeas: there are many whose interest it is to 
profess the popular system ofbelief, and whose 
judgements may be more influenced by this 
consideration than they are themselves aware; 
there are many whe think it criminal to doubt 
or to enquire at all: and there are many whose 
prejudices are so firmly riveted, that the most 
demonstrative arguments can make no impres- 
sion upon their understandings.” Belsham. 
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FROM DODDRIDGE’S RISE AND PROGRESS OF 
RELIGION IN THE SOUL. Ch. xxvi. 

[ wounp endeavor to aasist you in makinz 
the inquiry, whether religion be on the ad. 
vance in yoursoul. And here [ shall warn 
you against some false marks of growth ;— 
and then shall endeavor to lay down others 
on which you may depend as more solid, 

In this view! would observe, that you are 
not to measure your growth in grace, only or 
chiefly by your advances in knowledge or in 
zeal, or in any other passtowate empression of 
the mind ; no, nor by the fervor of devotion 
alone ; but by the Aadztual determination of 
the will for God, bv your prevailing disposi 
tion to obey his cummands, to sudmit to his 
disposals, and to subserve his schemes in the 
world, 

2. It must.be allowed, th.t knowledge and 
affection in religion, are indeed desirable.— 
Without some degree of the former, religion 
cannot be rational; and it is very reasonable 
to believe that without some degree of the 
latter, it cannot be sincere, m creatures 
whose natures are constituted like ours.— 
Yetthere may be a great deal of speculative 
kr owledge, and agreat deal of rapturous affec- 
tion where there is no true religion at all ; and 
therefore mach more where there is no ad- 
vanced statein it. The exercise of our ra 
tional faculties upon the evidences of divine 
revelation, and upon the declaration of it 
as contained in scripture, may fornish a very 


-wicked man with a well digested body of or- 


thodox divinity m his head, when not one 
single doctrine ‘of it bas ever reached his 
heart. An eloquent description of the suf- 
ferings of Christ, of the solemnities of judg- 
ment, of the joys of the blessed and the mis: 
eries of the damned, might move the breast 
even of a man who did nut firmly believe them; 
as we olten find ourselves strongly moved by 
weil wrought narrations or discourses, which 
at the same lime we know to have their found- 
ation in fiction. Natural constitution, or such 
accidental causes as are some of them too low 
to be here mentioned. may sup ly the eyes 
with a flood of tears, which may discharge it- 
sel' plenteously upon almust any occasion 
that shall first arise. And a proud impatience 
of contradiction, directiy oppostte as itis to 
the gentle spirit of Christianity, may make a 
man’s blood boil, when be hears the notions 
he has entertained, and especially those which 
he has openly and vigorously espoused, dis- 


puted and opposed. This may possib!y lead: 


him, in terms of strong indigiation, to pour 
out his zeal and his rage before God, ina fond 
conceit, that, as the God of trath, he is the 
patron of those favorite doctrines by whose 
fair appearance perhaps be himself ts misled. 
And it these speculative refinements, or these 
affectionate sallies of the mind, be consistent 
with a total absence of true religion, they 
are muéh moreapparently consistent with a ve- 
ry low state of rt. | would desire to lead you 
my friend into sublimer notions and juster 
marks ; and refer you to other practical wri- 
ters,and above all to the book of God, te 
prove how material they are. 


= 5D+o~, 


Prayer for Piety and Virtue, by Dr, F———n, 


Fatuer Of life and light ! 
We bow before thy throne. 
Vouchsafe to teach us what is right, 
Teach us thyself alone. 


Our selfish thoughts control : 
Let no licentious sin, 

Or pride, or envy staio our soul, 
Or malice rage within. 


Let virtue’s heavenly charms 
Our heart with love inspire, 

While piety our bosom warms 
With consecrated fire. 


—=? @o—= 


Original Hymn, by J.S W. 


Tuovu ! whose eyelids never slumber, 
Tis thy watchful care we crave. 
Place us with thy chosen number, 
Guard thy supphants, guide and save. 
Doing aught, or aught designing, 
May we learn thy sov’reign will ; 
Each forbidden course resigning, . 
May we shun the path to ill. 


Lord! before thy throne confessing 
Strength how fratl avd worth-how low, 
Yet, we pray, thy gracious blessing 
On our weak attempts bestow, 

With thy light through life to guide us, 
What da:k foe can lead astray ! 

Or what danger can betide us, 

Whea thy baud directs the way ! 
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